
AVB Chairman’s report 2016 

I’d like to welcome you all to the Ascot Volunteer Bureau 2016 AGM, and particularly to 
welcome new members. Thank you to all of you who are able to be with us tonight. We have 
only 44 members so every person who attends is significant for such a small organisation. 

I was very pleased that in the autumn John Thomson agreed to take on the role of 
Coordinator. As you may remember, Joan Abson decided to step down as coordinator at the 
end of 2014 and in the absence of a new coordinator Eileen Hayward stepped back in to the 
role on a temporary basis, which turned out to be for 9 months, until John became our new 
coordinator in October last year. So I would like to thank Eileen formally for holding the 
reins until John took over. And of course my thanks to John for taking on the coordinator 
role, which I may say he has done with great enthusiasm. 

During the last year we have been somewhat the victims of our own success. As the 
coordinators report will show, the numbers of jobs we have been doing has increased, and 
this has at certain times put quite a strain on the office staff trying to fulfil the jobs. This led 
to a recruitment drive to find more drivers including an entry in the Community Noticeboard 
in the local “Find It In” publication. Unfortunately this did not bring forward any more 
volunteers. If you can persuade any of your friends or acquaintances who live in our area to 
give up some of their spare time that would be greatly appreciated. 

Prospective volunteers will continue to find out about us from our website. Having the words 
“Ascot” and “Volunteer” in our name means that searches on the internet containing these 
words will put the Bureau high up the list.  

June Martin, who was the Chairman of AVB for 26 years until 2009, celebrated her 90th 
birthday at the end of April & the committee arranged for flowers to be sent to her from AVB 
to mark the occasion.   

Our regular issues of the Members’ Newsletters attempt to keep everyone up to date with 
matters, especially regarding parking arrangements at local hospitals. Please do let the office 
know if you find that parking procedures have changed so that we can alert others. The driver 
parking permits have been reissued & along with these a separate list of phone numbers of 
regular destinations has been provided. 

In December a very enjoyable Christmas buffet lunch was once again hosted by committee 
member Carol Glazebrook at her home, and as always we are very grateful to Carol for her 
hospitality. As in the previous year, the cost of the food & drink was covered by our clients’ 
generosity in their contributions to our “Christmas buffet lunch fund”. And we have been 
able to fund today’s refreshments from this kitty. 

I’d like to thank all our volunteers for the time they have given this past year. Without our 
volunteers we would not exist and the older people of this area would be deprived of an 
immensely valuable service. I’ve already thanked John & Eileen for their work as 
coordinators, and would also like to thank Liz the Secretary, Brian the Acting Treasurer and 



the other members of the committee Heather, Marion and Carol for all the extra time they 
give and for their support.  

And last but not least I want to thank our benefactors. Without the support of all of our 
benefactors we would not be able to provide the services that we do, and we are extremely 
grateful for their continuing contributions. 


